Marcellus Elementary
February 2017
Newsletter
Library News: The Scholastic Book Fair theme for this
year is “Happy Camper Book Fair, S’more Fun with
Books!” It will be set up in the Library and run Monday,
February 20th – Thursday, February 24th from 9:00 am –
2:00 pm with a special Family Night on Tuesday,
February 21st from 6:00 – 7:00 pm. Please look for more
information to come home at a later date.
Mrs. DeMott’s Classroom News: Valentine’s Day Party
will start at 9:00
1st Grade News: Valentine’s Day Party will start at 9:30
2nd Grade News: Valentine’s Day Party will start at 10:00
4th Grade News: On February 15th, 4th graders will be
going to see the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra
perform.
Mrs. Tone’s Classroom News: Valentine’s Day party
will begin at 9:30
5th Grade News: On Friday, February 3rd the 5th graders
will be going skiing at Swiss Valley.
Cass County Spelling Bee: Will take place on Friday,
February 17th.

PITCHING IN. . . .
Would you like your child to be more responsible, hardworking
and persistent? Here are ideas for working as a family to help
your youngster develop these important traits.
A GROUP APPROACH. . . .
Thinking of herself as a “team player” can encourage your child
to be responsible. Explain that your family operates as a team.
Everyone must play a part to get things done. Example: You
take her shopping for her clothes and sports equipment. She
chooses her outfit each morning and keeps track of bat and
glove.
HARD WORKERS WANTED. . . .
Your youngster probably has regular chores to do, you can
motivate her to work extra hard by placing “want ads” on the
refrigerator. Choose a challenging job, and offer a benefit.
Example: Wanted – a hardworking family member to clean out a
corner of the basement. Reward – a place for your child and her
friends to play.
STICKING IT OUT. . . .
Working toward small goals can make it easier to complete a big
task. Perhaps your family room needs a fresh coat of paint.
Write down the steps (move furniture, and lay down drop cloths,
prepare walls, roll paint on walls, paint trim). Tell your child you’ll
take a fun break after each step is done. (Go to the playground,
take a bike ride)
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Did you know that missing even two days of school per month puts students at significant risk of
academic failure and eventual dropout. This includes excused and unexcused absences, and it
is true for students across all grade levels, from K up to 12. So it is important to make sure our
kids get to school on time every day.
When in doubt if you should send your child to school or not, use this checklist as your guide:
1. Does your child have a fever of 100 degrees or higher?

Yes

No

2. Has your child vomited two or more times in a 24-hour period?

Yes

N0

3. Does your child have diarrhea?

Yes

No

4. Are your child’s eyes crusty, bright red, and/or discharging yellow
Or green fluid? (conjunctivitis or pink eye)
Yes

No

5. If your child complains of a sore throat, is it accompanied by fever,
Headache, stomachache or swollen glands?
Yes

No

6. If your child complains of a stomach ache, is it accompanied by
Fever, vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, sharp pain, and/or hard belly? Yes

No

7. Does your child have a persistent, phlegmy cough?

Yes

No

8. Does your child have lice?

Yes

No

If you answered Yes to any of these questions, please keep your child home from school. Keep
your child home until he or she has been symptom free for at least 24 hours or a doctor
indicates that he or she can return to school.
If children have a cold, headache, stomachache that is not accompanied by fever, vomiting, or
diarrhea, they can probably go to school.
If children have a rash, it could be contagious. Please seek medical advice before allowing your
child to go to school.
Earaches are not contagious. Children can come to school as long as they can concentrate on
their work.

